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Sappho andA/caus (Lawrence Alma-Tadema: 881)

THE GREEK (PALATINE) ANTHOLOGY IlI

Lais’ mirror

|, who haughtily made mock of Greece, the Lais who
had a swarm of young lovers at her doors,

dedicate my mirror to Aphrodite, since to look on myselfas | am
| have no wish, and cannot look on myself as once | was.

n ooPapov yehdoaoa kad ‘EANAdoG, 1) TOV Epact®dv
E0UOV ETTL TTPpOBUpOIG Adig Exouaa VEWY,

T Main 1o katomtpov- ETel Toin LeEv opacdat
oUK €0€Aw, oln &' AV Ttapog ov duvapat.

Plato 6.1

Note: not thatPlato, but an epigrammatist (3" C BC?)
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Cushy snatch

Antiochus once set eyes on Lysimachus’ cushion,
And Lysimachus never set eyes on it again.

eloldev Avtioxog TV AucLAYOU TIOTE TUANY,
KOUKETL TV TUANV €lo1de Auaipaxog.
Lucillius11.315

Mismatch

Eutychus the painter was the father of twenty sons,
but never got a likeness among them.

glkool yevvnoag o {wypagog EUtuyog uioug,
008’ ATIO TMV TEKVWV OUOEV OHOLOV EXEL.
Lucilius 11.215

Sober stupor

Among the drunk Akindunos wished to stay sober.
Result: only he was thought drunk.

év mtdotv pebuouaiv Akivouvog fBeAe vigelLy,
toUveka kai pebuetv autog £60&e povog.
Pseudo-Lucian 11.429

Frustration

How long shall we, concealing hot glances,
attempt furtive looks at each other?

We must openly tell of our suffering; and if anyone hinders
that tender fusion of pain-relieving union,

5 the sword shall be the cure for both of us; for sweeter for us
together always to pursue either life or death.



HEXPLTIVOG (PAoydETTAV UTIOKAETITOVTIEG OTIWTINV
@wpLov AAAAwv BAEppa TITuoKopED;

AeKTEOV Ap@adinv peAednpata: KAV TG €pusn
naABaka Auoittovou AEypata ouduying,

5 Apuakov Ap@otépolg Sipog Eaoetal: Ndlov NUiv
Euvov del pebemelv i Biov | Bavartov.

Paulus Silentarius 5.221

Light on the matter
Breast leaning on breast, nipple to nipple,
pressing her sweet lips to mine—
yes, Antigone’s—and holding flesh to flesh ... as for the rest,
| say nothing, witness to what the lamp endorsed.

OTéPVa TIEPL OTEPVOLG, HaaTR & ETIL LaoTov Epeioag,
XEIAEA T€ YAUKEPOIG XEIAETL CUUTILEDAG
Avtiyovng, kal xpota AaBwv tpog Xpita, Ta Aolmd
Oly®, LAPTUG £’ 0ig AUXVOG ETIEYPAPETO.
Marcus Argentarius 5.128

Moonlight

Endymion gazes up at Moon

Nocturnal, horned, revel-loving—shine, Moon,

shine, striking through the lattice windows.
Light up golden Callistion. Onto lovers’

business it is no shame for an immortal to spy.
You bless herand me, | know, O Moon;

Endymion too inflamed your soul.
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Nuktepivr dikepwg @IAoTIAvVUXE—@AlVE, ZEANVN,

aive, 0L eUtprtwv faropévn Bupidwv:
alyale xpuoénv KaAiotiov: €6 Td @IAEUVTWV

gpya katotrteUeLv ou @Bovog abavdarn.
OABiceig kal tvde Kai nuéag, oida, XeAnvn:

Kal yap anv Yuxnv EpAgyev Evoupiwv.
Philodemus 5.123

An oath too far

| swore for two nights from Hedylion, Cytherea*—
by your majesty—to keep away. | think, you laughed,

knowing the misery this would cause my poor self. For | shall not endure
the second night, and cast my oaths to the wind.

51 choose to commitimpiety for her sake rather than, by keeping
my oath to you, to die, mistress, from piety.

*Aphrodite; the island of Kuthera was her birth-place

"Quoa’ éyw, duo vuktag ag’ ‘HouAiou, KuBépela,
00V KpATOG, NOUXATELV: WG OoKEW &', EYEAAG,
TOUOV ETILOTAMEVN TAAAVOG KAKOV: OU yap UTIOIoW
TNV €T€pnV, Opkoug &’ €ig avépoug TiBepat.
5aipolpal 6’ acePelv kelvng xaptv, f ta oa tnpev
OpKl amoBvrokely, TTOTVL, UTT U0EPING.
Quintus Maecius 5.133

Once bitten ...?

If one who has once been married seeks another wife,
As a shipwrecked sailor he sails again on the dreadful deep.

gl g amaf ynuag mat deutepa AEkTpa SLWKEL,
vaunyog mAwel dig Bubov apyaiéov.
Anon. 9.133
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Odior amo

Since hating’s a bore and loving’s a bore
| like the nicer of two boredoms more.*

€l LLOETV TTOVOG 0TI, PIAELV TIOVOG, £K SUO AuypHV

aipolpal xpnotig EAKog EXELV 6OUVNG.
*Permission granted to quote this translation from Daryl Hine Puerilities: Erotic Epigrams of the
Greek Anthology (Princeton 2001)

Euenus12.172
Anonlyson

His twelve-year-old son his father Philippus laid
Here—his great hope, Nicoteles.

AwdekeTn TOV Ttaida Ttathp anebnke PiAirtiog
€vBade, TNV TTOAANV EATTIOA, NIKOTEANV.

Callimachus 7.453

Waters of Lethe
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This is our memorial, noble Sabinus—
a little stone—of our great friendship.

| shall ever miss you; and you, if itis possible, among the dead
Do not drink the waters of Lethe in forgetfulness of me.

TOUTO TOL UETEPNG pvnuniov, E0OAE Xafive,
f AiBog i pikpn, TG peyaing @Aing.
aietntnow oe- ou &', €l OEIg, Ev PBIUEVOoLaL
100 ANBNng €1’ €pol pun T ting Udatog.
Anon. 7.346
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Parting

‘Farewell’ intending to say, that cry with a wrench
| haul back and still stay back near you.
For from this ghastly parting, like a bitter
night of hell, | crouch in terror.
5 Foryour light is like the day; but light, | suppose,
Has no tongue. You bring me that talk,
sweeter than the Sirens’, on which all
the hopes of my soul are hanging.

‘LWed’ ool LEAAWV EVETIELY, TEAAivOpOOV NV
ay avaoeipaldw, kai TTaAtv ayxt HEVw:
onv yap éyw daoTmAfta dldotacty oid Te TIkpnv
vUKTa Katamtnoow TV Axepovtidda.
5 UATL yap O€0 (PEYYOS OLOILOV- AAAA TO HEV TIOU
agBoyyov- oU O€ pot Kal To AddAnpa gépelg,
KEIVO TO ZELPVWV YAUKEPWTEPOV, M ETTL TTACAL
elolv EUAG WUXNG EATTIOEG EKKPEEEG.
Paulus Silentarius 5.241

Doggone it!

When | saw Melite, | grew pale, for her husband
was with her, but | said to her trembling,

‘May | push back the bolts of your gate,
loosening the pin of your folding door,

5and come through the warm platform of your double entrance,
fixing the tip of my key in the middle?

But she replied, laughing and looking sideways at her husband,
‘Keep away from my door, or the dog may get you’'.

wg £idov MeAitnv, XpoOg U EAe: Kal yap akoitng
Kelvn Epwuaptel- toia &’ EAe§a TpEpwv
‘700 00U avakpoloat duvapat TTUAE®vog OxRag,
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SIkALdOG UpeTEPNG THV BdAavov xaAdoag,
5 kal dtoo@v TtpoBUpwv TTAadapnv kpnTida Tepnoat,
akpov etBAnTog peoodBL tnéapevog;
N 6& Aéyel yeAdoaaoa, Kai avépa AoSov idboloa:
“T®V TIPoBUpwV ATIEXOU, LI O€ KUwV OAEaN.
Eratosthenes Scholasticus 5.242

Rescued!

Against my longing hope you came to me, and from my heart
You emptied, by a miracle, all my vain fantasies,

And | tremble, and my heart quivers with deep desire,
my soul being drowned by the wave of love.

5 But me, the shipwrecked mariner, now come near to land,
Save, welcoming me into your harbours.

NABeg Epol TToBEovTL Ttap’ EATtida TV & €vi Bup®
eSeadhadag OAnv BapBei pavtaaoiny,

Kal Tpopew, kpadin te Bub@ teAepiletal olotpey,
PUxAG TIVIyopévng kupatt Kuttpidiw.

5 AN €E TOV vaunyov €Tt ATElpolo pavévta
0QE, TEOV ALEVWVY EvOoOL deSapévn.

Macedonius ii 5.235

Deep kissing

Europa’s kiss, though it reach only to the lips,
Is still sweet, though it but lightly touch the mouth.
But she touches not with the edge of the lips; but cleaving close
To the mouth, she draws up my soul from the finger-tips.
EUpwTing T0 PiAnpa, kat Av axpt Xxeileog EAON,
noU ye, KAv Yauon polvov dkpou TOUATOG:
pauvet & oUK AKpolg Toig XeiAealy, AAN’ épioaca
10 OTOMA, TAV YPUXNV €§ OVUXWV AVAYEL.
Rufinus 5.14
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You do everything, Melissa, that your namesake the flower-loving bee* does.
| know this and take it, woman, to heart.
You drip honey from your lips, when you sweetly kiss,

and when you ask for money, with your sting you bring a nasty wound.
“The Greek for ‘bee, honey’is melissa.

TIOLETG TIdvta, MéAlooa, @pihavBEéog Epya pelioong:
oida kai €¢ kpadinv todto, yuval, tibepat.
Kal LEAL pEV oTAlelg UTIO XeiAeatv NOU @iAeloa:
Av & aitig, KEVIpw TUNUA PEPELG AOLKOV.
Marcus Argentarius 5.32

Small request

The favourite sultana (Etienne Jeaurat)

When you were a green grape you refused me; ripe, you waved me away.
At least don’t grudge giving mejust a little of your raisin.

"Oupaé oUk ETIEVEUCAG- OT NG OTAPUAN, TIAPETIEUPW.
un @Bovéang dolval kav Bpaxu Thg otagidog.
Anon.5.304

Throw of the dice

i) Lo LAY N A
; NS T T
: i .‘xk."i .‘ﬂj‘ ’l

LR R ) SR
- .1



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=poiei%3Ds&la=greek&can=poiei%3Ds0&prior=argentarius
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fnta&la=greek&can=pa%2Fnta0&prior=poiei=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*me%2Flissa&la=greek&can=*me%2Flissa0&prior=pa/nta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=filanqe%2Fos&la=greek&can=filanqe%2Fos0&prior=*me/lissa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Frga&la=greek&can=e%29%2Frga0&prior=filanqe/os
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meli%2Fsshs&la=greek&can=meli%2Fsshs0&prior=e)/rga
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%29%3Dda&la=greek&can=oi%29%3Dda0&prior=meli/sshs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C0&prior=oi)=da
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29s&la=greek&can=e%29s0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kradi%2Fhn&la=greek&can=kradi%2Fhn0&prior=e)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tou%3Dto&la=greek&can=tou%3Dto0&prior=kradi/hn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gu%2Fnai&la=greek&can=gu%2Fnai0&prior=tou=to
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti%2Fqemai&la=greek&can=ti%2Fqemai0&prior=gu/nai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C1&prior=ti/qemai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fli&la=greek&can=me%2Fli0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn0&prior=me/li
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sta%2Fzeis&la=greek&can=sta%2Fzeis0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28po%5C&la=greek&can=u%28po%5C0&prior=sta/zeis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xei%2Flesin&la=greek&can=xei%2Flesin0&prior=u(po/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%28du%5C&la=greek&can=h%28du%5C0&prior=xei/lesin
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fileu%3Dsa&la=greek&can=fileu%3Dsa0&prior=h(du/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5Cn&la=greek&can=h%29%5Cn0&prior=fileu=sa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%270&prior=h)/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29th%3D%7Cs&la=greek&can=ai%29th%3D%7Cs0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ke%2Fntrw%7C&la=greek&can=ke%2Fntrw%7C0&prior=ai)th=|s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tu%2Fmma&la=greek&can=tu%2Fmma0&prior=ke/ntrw|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fe%2Freis&la=greek&can=fe%2Freis0&prior=tu/mma
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fdikon&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fdikon0&prior=fe/reis

As often to Cydilla’s embrace, whether in the day time,
or more daring still | come in the evening,
| know that | cut my way along a cliffedge, | know that I throw
Every dice always for my life.
5 But what gain for me is there in that? For you are bold, and when
you always lure me, Eros, from the outset | know not even the shadow
[of fear.
ooodakt KudiAAng UTtokOATTIOG, ElTE KAT AUap,
elt’ amotoAunoag nAubov Eo0Ttéplog,
0i6’ OTL TTap KPNUVOV TEUVW TIOPOV, 010’ OTL PITITRD
Travta KU PBov kepaAfg aiev UttepBev Epng.
5 AAAQ Tl pol TTAEov €0Ti; ou yap Bpaaoug, N6’ dTav EAKNG
Travtot, "Epwg, apxnv oud’ dvap oida @ofou.
Philodemus 5.25

Zeus missing a trick?

Is Zeus carousing with the blacks, | wonder,
Or visiting Danae disguised as gold,

That he has not picked up fair Periander—
Or is he not the paederast of old?*

0 ZeUg AlB10TIwV TIAAL TEpTIETAL EiAATTIVALOLY,
A Xpuoog Aavang sipttuoey ig Baidpoug;
Balpa yap i Mepiavdpov idwv oUy pTTace yaing
TOV KAAOV- i} PIAOTIALG OUKETL VOV 0 Be0G;
Julius Leonidas 2.20

*Permission granted to quote this translation from Daryl Hine Puerilities: Erotic Epigrams of the
Greek Anthology (Princeton 2001)

Next week: who saw Aphrodite naked, dodgy doctors, old boilers, Heraclitus the
philosopher, and Alexis ...
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